
Family Support 

Sinds a couple of years does Mais Caminhos act as a “foster parent” to chosen families and 
include them in our family support programme. We support families, help them to pay their 
bills, find jobs and obtain a good education. In return, we value gratitude and the motivation to 
be able to make it independently in the future. We believe education is the key to this and 
therefore we expect the family’s children to pursue a decent education. That means that we tie 
our offer to the condition that the children of the family study hard and take the opportunities 
that we can provide for them.  

Family Porfirio 

Davi is employed at Caminhos Language center as the Activities Coordinator. His job 
consists on organizing tours, soccer, hikes, beach volley and also capoeira.  He is 24 years 
old and in his last year of university, studying electronic engineering. His life is divided 
between university, job and his family.  

Thanks to Caminhos financial help during 2017, Davi was able to rent a new house in a nicer 
and safer area. Closer to university and to school. During 2018 Davi struggled to keep his 
grades up at university while taking care of Thiago (10) and Luciana (17). It was an 
overwhelming year in which he even asked himself if he should continue or drop university. 

After maintaining conversations with Bart, Renato and Monica ( old foster parents at Casa do 
Caminho orphanage ) they found a temporary solution so that Davi is able to focus more on 
his studies during this year and also, have some time for himself.  

Tiago, Davi's youngest brother lives at Renato and Veronica´s house.  He lives there along 
with three children and is enrolled in a good private school. He likes very much Xerém even 
though he misses his brothers and sister.  

Luciana (17) did apprenticeship program at our partner Eco Caminhos for 1 year. She 
learned about organic gardening, food, forests and biology. She worked during the morning 
and studied in the afternoon. In the evening she attended  school. She was able to learn to 
speak English. For her expenses she received a stipend. 

Davi decided to quit University which was somewhat of a dispoinment for us as he was 
already in the final year. After several conversation he decided to do a course to become a 
tour guide. This however means that we have decided to stop to sponsorship for the family.  

However as Thiago is now only 11 we decided to continue to financially support Thiago to 
cover private school and jujitsu.  

 

Eco Caminhos apprentice program. 

At Eco Caminhos we have a social mission focused on the training and learning of Brazilian 
youths with low income or in situations of social vulnerability. We offer a professional training 
program in bio-construction, organic agriculture, permaculture, ecotourism and hospitality in 
our eco farm. From past experiences of Bart Bijen, director of Eco Caminhos, in 
management of an orphanage in the city of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, it has been noticed that 
small children in poverty still attract some kind of sympathy, but already teenagers without 
many opportunities, are seen as bad person for the society. Uneducated teens are often 
neglected by the government and society at large. They face racism, discrimination and low 
opportunities in the job market. 



A powerful factor that also influenced us in the creation of the program is the low quality of 
Brazilian public education, which, although free, lacks good infrastructure, quality teachers 
and school materials, even in peripheral areas. 

In combination with precarious housing conditions, the expectation of contributing to family 
subsistence, and the failure of basic education to relate to their social context, this makes it 
more likely that adolescents will give up their studies at an early age. 

Not to mention that competition for the job market is extremely strict, since joining a quality 
university is also a very selective path, young people face racism and discrimination. 

Thus, we believe that education is the best way to improve people’s lives and create a more 
egalitarian and secure society. We don’t  want to wait for the government to take action, even 
though we know that we alone can not solve Brazil’s social problems. We hope to set the 
example by offering a high quality professional training program for Brazilian adolescents 
and making this initiative central to our organization. 

Eco Caminhos invites motivated teens to join us and participate in a learning program that 
can choose bioconstruction, organic agriculture, permaculture, renewable energy, hospitality 
or ecotourism. We offer a professional training program of one to two years with everything 
included. Providing accommodation, healthy food, professional training, school, school 
reinforcement and activities such as sports, hiking, game nights and camping weekends. 

In 2019 we received Gabriel 15 years, Cleiton 19 years and Luciana 17 years. Both Cleiton 
and Luciana grew up at the Casa do Caminho orphanage in Xerem, a rural suburb in Rio de 
Janeiro. Gabriel is a neighbour from the Eco Farm in Cardinot Nova Friburgo. All 3 where 
looking for opportunity to learn, work and grow.  

Both Gabriel and Luciana learned a lot during the year. Gabriel grew in structure, improved 
on school thanks to the school support, grew in self esteem. 

 

Luciana learned to be responsible. She grew phisically and mentally. She learned how cook, 
work in the garden, in bioconstruction. She did well at school and best of all learned an 
advanced level of english. 

 



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=riHyyxf4bCc&t=268s  

Cleiton had his up and downs. Cleiton has a lot of handy skills and picks up fast. But 
integration with the group and respecting his fellow residents was more of a problem. He was 
send away after 3 months with the message that he could come back next year if he wanted. 
The good news is that asked to come back and we did give him a second chance now in 
2020. He is back since a month is doing much better than in 2019. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=riHyyxf4bCc&t=268s


 

 


